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QUARTERLY MEETING, January, 1826. 

At a meeting of the Historical Society, Jan. 26, 
1826, — the members present were, Bowdoin, Clap, 
Davis, Hale, Holmes, Jenks, Lowell, Merrill, Savage, 
and Ware. 

The resignation of Dr. Popkin and of Mr. Ephraim 
Eliot was accepted. 

Communications of correspondence were made by the 
Corresponding Secretary. 

A communication from Mr. Foster, of Germantown, 
was referred to the Publishing Committee. 

A letter from Mr. Sparks, proposing to exchange the 
volumes of the North American Review already pub- 
lished, and the numbers as they shall appear, for the 
volumes of the Collections, was referred to the Librarian, 
to be executed as far as practicable. 

Voted, That the papers and pamphlets from Mr. Winthrop's Collec- 
tion be kept distinct, and a catalogue be made of them.* 

Voted, That if any member, who has usually been notified of the 
meetings, be absent from eight successive meetings, the Secretary 
cease to notify him. 

Voted, That the Committee on the proposition from the Athenseum 
proceed in the business committed to them. 

Voted, That the Librarian be authorized and requested to supply 
the deficient sets of the Collections, as far as he can, by obtaining a 
reprint of title-pages. 



* This vote refers to the papers of William Winthrop, Esq., who died Feb. 
6, 1825. In the list of acknowledgments in 3 Collections, II. 365, is " A Collec- 
tion of Pamplilets and Manuscripts in the Winthrop Family. The Heirs of 
William Winthrop, Esq." He had many interleaved catalogues of Harvard 
College graduates, now in the Society's Library. — Eds. 
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Voted, That the Treasurer be requested to make report, in writing 
or otherwise, of the losses sustained by this Society by the late fire in 
Court Street. 

Meeting dissolved. 



ANNUAL MEETING, April, 1826. 

At a meeting of the Society, April 27, 1826, — the 
members present were, Davis, Bowdoin, Bradford, 
Gardner, Hale, Holmes, Harris, Lowell, Merrill, Mitchell, 
Pierce, Ripley, Savage, Webster, and Winthrop. 

The transactions of the last meeting were read. 

Dr. Bradford and Mr. Hale were chosen a commit- 
tee to collect and scrutinize votes for officers. 



[Hon. JOHN DAVIS . . 
CHARLES LOWELL, D.D. 
ABIEL HOLMES, D.D. . 
JAMES SAVAGE, Esq. . 
Rev. WILLIAM JENKS . 
REDFORD WEBSTER, Esq 
THOMAS L. WINTHROP, Esq 
Rev. JOHN PIERCE 
FRANCIS C. GRAY, Esq. 
NATHAN HALE, Esq. 
JAMES BOWDOIN, Esq. 



I 



was chosen Pkesident. 

„ Recording Seceetabt. 

„ Corresponding Secretaet. 

„ Treasurer. 

„ Librarian. 

„ Cabinet-Rebper. 



were chosen Stamding Cohhittbi:.] 



Topographical accounts of Hamilton and Sharon, by 
Mr. Felt, with a paper on witchcraft, from the same, 
and an account of ministers in New Hampshire, by Mr. 
Farmer, were referred to the Publishing Committee.* 



* Mr. Felt's paper on witchcraft, being extracts from the records of the 
church in Danvers, is published in 3 Collections, III. 169-180. Mr. Farmer's 
account of ministers and churches in New Hampshire is in the preceding vol- 
ume, pp. 229-822. — Eds. 
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A communication from Mr. Farmer was read, request- 
ing that a printed Journal of the Commissioners to ne- 
gotiate a treaty with the Penobscot and Norridgewalk 
Indians, which he presented to the Society, may be re- 
turned to him. 

Voted, That it be returned. 

Adam Winthrop, Esq., was chosen a Corresponding 
Member. Mr. Merrill and Mr. Ripley, the Scrutiniz- 
ing Committee. 

Messrs. Caleb H. Snow, Jared Sparks, and Benjamin 
Merrill were nominated Resident Members by the Stand- 
ing Committee. 

The Committee on the Treasurer's accounts made the 
following report : — 

We, the iindersigned, a Committee of the Historical Society 
appointed to examine the accounts of James Savage, Treas- 
urer of said Society, have this day performed that service, 
and report that the accounts are, we believe, justly kept, 
sufficiently vouched, and correctly cast, and that the balance 
in his hands remaining in favor of the Society is thirtj^-eight 
dollars and twenty-two cents.* 

(Signed) Samuel P. Gardker. 

Nathan Hale. 

Accepted. 

The Librarian was authorized to sell such of the copies 
of Hubbard's History as he may think proper, and at 
any price not less than the original cost. He was also 
authorized to deposit the volumes of the Collections in 

* The whole amount of receipts for the year was .$299.40, of which sum 
§202 were from sales of the Collections. The payments amounted to $342.57, 
of which sum $333.75 were paid for printing and binding the Collections. — 
Eds. 
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some safe place, free of expense to the Society, under 
the direction of the Standing Committee. 
Meeting dissolved. 

[Two Resident Members died since the last annual 
meeting, — David Sewall and W. S. Shaw, — notices of 
whom, never having appeared in the Society's volumes, 
here follow. — Eds.] 

Notice of the Hon. David Sewall. 

Judge David Sewall, a native of York, Maine, is said to have 
been the second educated lawyer resident in that district.* He 
was born in 1735, and was descended from Henry Sewall, the 
first emigrant of the name, who settled in Newbury, in 1634. 
He was a graduate of Harvard College in 1755, in the class 
with his friend, John Adams. Late in life, he wrote an en- 
tertaining narrative of a journey made from Cambridge to 
Portsmouth in 1754, while an undergraduate, in company 
with Tutor Flynt, then eighty years of age, in a chair drawn 
by a " pacing mare." The manuscript account of the drive 
was found among the papers of John Adams, and was com- 
municated by the Hon. C. F. Adams to the Historical Society 
in January, 1878, and it is printed in the Proceedings under 
that date. 

Sewall studied law with Judge William Parker, of Ports- 
mouth, whose daughter, Mary, he afterward married. He 
established himself in the practice of his profession at York, 
in 1757, and pursued it, in connection with the office of Regis- 
ter of Probate, to which he was appointed in 1766, with 
much success, until his appointment as associate Justice of 

* By the late Hon. William Willis, in his " History of the Law, the Courts, 
and the Lawyers of Maine," at pp. 84-86, from which this notice is principally 
compiled. — Eds. 
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the Superior Court of Massachusetts in 1777. After an hon- 
orable service of twelve years in this court, he was appointed 
by President Washington, in 1789, a Judge of the United 
States Court for the District of Maine. This court then had 
the jurisdiction of the Circuit Court of the United States. 
The year following his appointment, Judge Sewall presided at 
the iirst trial for piracy which occurred under the new govern- 
ment. He continued to discharge the duties of this office till 
1818, when the infirmities of age admonished him to retire 
from all active labor. He was President of the Board of 
Overseers of Bowdoin College for fourteen years, and for 
nearly seventeen years Register of Probate in York County. 
He died Oct. 22, 1825, aged ninety, — having filled the office 
of Judge forty-one years, — leaving no family. Judge Sewall 
was a man of great benevolence, unassuming in his deport- 
ment, social and amiable in his manners, and of great purity 
of character. He remarked to a friend, near the close of his 
days, that if he were to lead his life over again, he did not 
know that he should wish to alter it. 

Judge Sewall contributed a " Topographical Description of 
York " to Vol. III. of the Collections of the Society. He 
also made a transcript of the early records of Maine, in his 
own beautiful hand, which he presented to the Society, and 
which is now preserved in its Cabinet. 

He was elected a Resident Member of the Society in Octo- 
ber, 1791, being the first member elected after its organiza- 
tion. By the separation of Maine from Massachusetts, in 
1820, he may have legally lost his membership in the Society, 
but his name was kept on the roll of Resident Members till 
his death, being included in a new list of living members,, 
printed in that year in 3 Collections, I. 289. c. D. 
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Notice of William Smith Shaw, Esq. 

William Smith Shaw, only son of the Rev. John and 
Elizabeth (Smith) Shaw, was born in Haverhill, on the 12th 
of August, 1778. As a child, his health was feeble, and he 
was early thrown into the companionship of books. The 
fondness which he thus acquired for reading and books be- 
came afterward a ruling passion. In 1794, he entered Har- 
vard College, and was graduated in 1798, in the same class 
with William Ellery Channing and Joseph Story. After 
leaving college, he was for about two years private secretary 
to his uncle. President John Adams. In 1801, he began the 
study of law in the office of William Sullivan, of Boston ; 
and, in 1804, he was admitted to the bar. Early in the next 
year he became one of the founders of the Anthology Club, 
an association of gentlemen in Boston formed for the publica- 
tion of the " Monthly Anthology." Mr. Shaw was for some 
time editor of the " Anthology," which was issued for eight 
years, from 1803 to 1811, and prepared the way for the " North 
American Review," of which the first number appeared in 
1815. Shortly after the formation of the Anthology Club, he 
took the principal part in the establishment of the reading- 
room and library of the Boston Athenaeum, and he was the 
first librarian of that institution. He retained his official con- 
nection with it nearly to the close of his life, serving through 
the whole period without any pecuniary compensation. 

His strong taste for literary pursuits disinclined him for the 
sharp competition which a successful lawyer must encounter ; 
and, in 1806, he readily accepted an appointment as clerk of 
the United States District Court for the District of Massa- 
chusetts. He held this office for about twelve years. The 
duties were not very burdensome, and his official connection 
with the court afforded him a sure income and adequate 
means for the purchase of rare books and pamphlets. Of these 
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he made a large and valuable collection. At his death they 
all passed into the possession of the Athenseum, by a release 
from his brother-in-law, the Rev. Joseph B. Felt. In Novem- 
ber, 1805, he was elected a member of the Historical Society, 
and from 1806 to 1808 he was Librarian. He was chosen a 
member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 
1810, and of the American Antiquarian Society in 1813. He 
was also a Corresponding Member of the New York Histori- 
cal Society, and a member and Vice-President of the Linnsean 
Society. He died in Boston, unmarried, April 25, 1826. He 
was a man of good abilities, energetic, and public-spirited, 
and earnestly devoted to the intellectual advancement of the 
community. Though he was not himself a contributor to 
the periodical literature of the time, few men did more to 
diffuse a correct literary taste, and the Boston Athenseum is 
a perpetual monument to his disinterested love of letters. 

0. 0. s. 



QUARTEELY MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Society, Aug. 29, 1826, — the 
members present were, Messrs. Davis, Harris, Holmes, 
Jenks, Lowell, Bradford, Ripley, Savage, and Winthrop. 

The transactions of the last meeting of the Society 
were read. 

The Treasurer made a report respecting the loss sus- 
tained by the Society in the fire of the 10th of Novem- 
ber, 1825, stating that, besides the loss of about fifteen 
hundred volumes of the Collections, the following books 
were destroyed : viz., second volume of Winthrop's His- 
tory, in manuscript ; nineteenth volume of Trumbull's 
Collection of Manuscripts; first volume of Hazard's 



1826.] QTJAETEELY MBETENG. 393 

Historical Collections ; first volume of Dr. Holmes's 
Annals ; and the volume of Hutchinson's Curious Col- 
lections.* 

Report accepted. 

A proposal of R. P. & C. Williams, to exchange cer- 
tain odd volumes of the Collections for volumes in 
succession, was referred to the Librarian to comply with 
the request, if practicable. 

A request of Mr. William Lincoln, of Worcester, for 
permission to insert in the " Worcester Magazine " that 
part of the Memoir of the French Protestants prepared 
for the Collections which relates to the county of Wor- 
cester, was referred to Dr. Holmes, with authority to 
inform Mr. Lincoln that the request is complied with ; 
provided that the fact be stated in the publication that 
it is from an article in the Collections now in the press ; 

* The following letter of Mr. Savage, relating to the losses which the Society 
sustained in the fire of Not. 10, 1825, addressed to the President, is on file : — 

"Boston, 1st May, 1826. 

"Dear Sir, — The loss to the Historical Society by the sad fire of 10th 
November last, in which my office, with its contents, was destroyed, was very 
severe. Besides a great portion of stock of the Society's Collections, probably 
amounting to twelve or fifteen hundred volumes, in the adjoining room, occu- 
pied by the printers for the Society, the property consumed in my ofiice was as 
follows : — 

" The second volume of Governor Winthrop's History, in manuscript. 

" The nineteenth volume of Trumbull's Collection of Manuscripts. 

" The first volume of Hazard's Historical Collections. 

" The first volume of Dr. Holmes's Annals. 

" The volume of Hutchinson's Curious Collections. 

" For this loss, as well as that of some friends, who entrusted me with some 
books relative to the early history of our country, my regret is deep and sin- 
cere. My own loss of a considerable collection of similar books, of which not 
one was saved, I can bear with patience, because the community is not deprived, 
except for a few weeks, of the result of the humble labors bestowed on Win- 
throp's History by your devoted and obedient 

" Jas. Savage. 
" Hon. JoHK Davis, 

President of Massachusetts Historical Society." Eds. 
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and, provided, also, that the publication of the magazine 
is to be discontinued before the publication of the Soci- 
ety's volume.* 

Mr. Z. G. Whitman's request for permission to take 
books and newspapers from the Library was so far com- 
plied with as that he be allowed the same privilege in 
this respect with members of the Society, for a period 
not exceeding one year. 

Messrs. Caleb H. Snow, Jared Sparks, and Bekjamin 
Merrill were elected Resident Members. 

Messrs. Ripley and Bradford were appointed a com- 
mittee to procure from the Clark family, in Waltham, 
such portraits as they may think will be of value to the 
Society. 

Mr. Savage was appointed to prepare a memoir of 
Mr. Shaw for the Collections.! 

Dr. Harris was requested to procure from the execu- 
tor of Dr. Bentley's will such papers as may be useful 
to the Society. 

Dr. Harris was allowed the use of papers relating to 
the College Catalogue from Mr. Winthrop's collection, 
for the space of two months. 

Dissolved, ij: 

* The " Memoir of the French Protestants " is printed in 3 Collections, II. 
1-83. The part printed in the " Worcester Magazine " appeared in the October 
number for 1826, which concluded the second volume of that work, its publica- 
tion being then discontinued. — Eds. 

t William Smith Shaw, elected a member in November, 1805, died April 25, 
1826. Mr. Savage failed to perform the duty assigned him. A notice of Mr. 
Shaw by Mr. C. C. Smith will be found in this volume on pp. 391, 392. — Eds. 

J The Hon. John Adams, who was chosen a member in July, 1800, died 
July 4, 1826. A notice of him by his grandson, Mr. C. F. Adams, will be found 
in this volume on pp. 400-407. 

The Rev. Jedediah Morse, D.D., elected a Resident Member in 1796, is said 
to have removed from the State in 1820, and he died in New Haven, June 9, 
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QUARTEELY MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Society, Oct. 26, 1826, — the 
members present were, Bowdoin, Bradford, Hale, Holmes, 
Jenks, Lowell, Merrill, Pierce, Sparks, and Webster. 

The transactions of the last meeting were read. 



1826. His name, however, is in the list published in 3 Collections, I. 288, in 
1825, as a living Resident Member. The Society may never have been formally 
notified of his removal, if he had intended his removal to be permanent. The 
destruction of the Treasurer's books covering this period has rendered it im- 
possible to determine a question of resident membership, so far as the annual 
assessments would determine it. Against Dr. Morse's name, in a list of mem- 
bers on the fly-leaf of an early volume of the records, is written, apparently in 
the hand of Dr. Charles Lowell, for many years Recording Secretary, " Removed 
from the State." In April, 1815, the Society adopted a rule " that any member 
moving out of the State shall be considered as no longer a Resident Member, 
but his name be transferred to the list of Corresponding Members." No in- 
stance, however, of such transferrence is to be found in the printed lists of 
members, although a number of Resident Members removed from the State, 
and thereby lost their membership. A brief reference to other instances occur- 
ring in this volume will here be made : — 

Obadiah Rich, Esq , the well-known bibliographer, was elected a Resident 
Member in March, 1805. In 1815, he was appointed United States Consul at 
Valencia, in Spain, subsequently transferred to Madrid, and he finally estab- 
lished himself in business in London. He continued to reside abroad till his 
death, Jan. 20, 1850. His name is in the list published in 1825, in 3 Collec- 
tions, I. 289, as a living Resident Member, but was dropped from the list of 
living Resident Members published in 18.36, in 3 Collections, V. 299. Against 
his name, on the fly-leaf of the early volume of the Society's records already 
referred to, is written, apparently in the hand of Dr. Lowell, " Removed and 
became a Corresponding Member"; but Mr. Rich's name was never entered 
on the list of Corresponding Members. 

Charles Bulfinch, Esq., the distinguished architect, was elected a Resident 
Member in October, 1801. Against his name, as against that of Mr. Rich, on 
the fly-leaf referred to, is written, in the same hand, " Removed to Washington, 
December, 1817, and became a Corresponding Member." His name is in the 
published list of 1825 as a living Resident Member, but omitted in that of 1836, 
and it never appeared in a list of Corresponding Members. He died in Boston, 
April 15, 1844, at the age of eighty. 

The case of John Langdon Sullivan, M.D., elected in April, 1801, who re- 
moved from the State in 1818, is referred to on p. 277. His name never appeared 
on the Corresponding Roll. — Eds. 
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The Librarian reported that he had made an arrange- 
ment with R. P. & C. Williams to take certain volumes 
for the odd volumes of the Collections in their pos- 
session. 

The Treasurer and Librarian were authorized to cause 
two hundred and fifty copies of the seventh and eighth 
volumes of the second series of the Collections to be 
reprinted. 

Dissolved. 



QUARTERLY MEETING, January, 1827. 

At a meeting of the Society, Jan. 25, 1827, — the 
members present were, Davis, Gardner, Greenwood, 
Hale, Hedge, Jenks, Lowell, Merrill, Palfrey, Snow, 
and Webster. 

The transactions of the last meeting were read. 

Professor Hedge resigned his place in the Society. 

A letter from the Rhode Island Historical Society, 
requesting the co-operation of this Society in procuring 
aid from Congress in obtaining the papers and docu- 
ments in the Plantation Office, England, relating to the 
early history of this country, was read, and committed 
to the President and Messrs. Savage and Bowdoijst, with 
full powers to act. 

Mr. Joseph Emerson Worcester was nominated a Resi- 
dent Member by the Standing Committee. 

An extract of a letter from Rev. John Hutchinson, of 
England, relative to the unpublished volume of Gover- 
nor Hutchinson's History, was communicated by Mr. 



